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Local elections are more important than presidential ones
by Chantel Grant

U

.S. citizens are notorious for staying at home rather than heading
to the polls, especially in local and
state elections. According to ballotpedia.
org, in the 2010 gubernatorial elections,
there was a 47 percent voter turnout for
Rick Scott. However, this is just the tip of
a deeper problem found in the U.S., as the
highly publicized presidential elections
struggle to mobilize citizens. Americans
have grown weary of the word “voting” as,
year after year, they display more political
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apathy. The truth is Americans are under
the impression that voting for their executive is the most patriotic and democratic
thing to do. However, when presidents fail
to live up to campaign promises, a cloud
of apathy falls over the population, as the
belief that “my voice doesn’t matter” starts
to replay itself in their minds. Statistics
are painting a portrait of how Americans
view the hierarchy of their government,
and local elections are falling on the lower
end of the totem pole. Apparently, unbeknownst to most Americans, the actions
of the president do not affect our everyday

Voting Information

ith the beautiful fall leaves come
ghosts, goblins and elections!
The offices open this year are for
municipalities and special service districts.
Municipalities
• Tooele City-Mayor & 2 Council positions
Grantsville City–Mayor & 2 Council
positions
• Rush Valley – Mayor and 2 Council
positions
• Stockton – Mayor and 2 Council positions

Special Service Districts
• Stansbury Improvement District–2
Board positions
• Stansbury Greenbelt Area–2 Trustee
positions
• Stansbury Recreation Area–2 Trustee
positions
Those entities canceling elections are:
Town of Vernon, Wendover City, Lake Point
Improvement District and the North Tooele
Fire District. However, everyone will receive
a ballot with the School District Voter Local
Levy Tax Election.
Why is it important to vote in local elections? While federal elections are important,
the people representing us in local elections
make decisions that affect us every day: they
set tax rates which support Public Safety

including Law Enforcement and Fire Departments, Roads, Water systems, pass local laws,
work on economic development, just to name
a few. You may think your one vote doesn’t
count, I can assure you…Your Vote Counts!
Voting is so easy – 1) you can vote by mail
where your ballot is sent to your home 3
weeks before election day; 2) Vote Early starting 2 weeks before Election Day and ending
the Friday before; 3) Go to any polling location on Election Day.
Early Voting Dates and locations are as
follows:
Tooele County Clerk/Auditor Office
Tooele County Administration Building
47 S. Main – Room #318, Tooele
Tuesday Oct. 24 thru Thursday Nov. 2
- Weekdays 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 3 – 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Grantsville Senior Center
120 S. Center, Grantsville
Wed., Oct. 25 9:30 am -11:30 am
Tooele Senior Center
59 E. Vine St., Tooele
Wed. Nov. 1 -9:00 am – 12 noon
Any Tooele County resident who was
registered by Oct. 31 may vote early
Valid Voter ID is required for all Early Voting or Election Day Voting
Marilyn K. Gillette,
Tooele County Clerk/Auditor

Things to do in the month of November!
5
7
3-17
10-20
17
11
23
23r
Dec. 2

Daylight Savings Time
Varies
Stansbury High School
Tooele High School
7 pm Grantsville High School
Tooele Veteran’s Park
Denny’s
Thanksgiving Day
Santa Parade

Fall Behind
Voting Polls Open
Zombie Prom performed
7 Brides for 7 Brothers performed
Bar J Wrangler Concert
11 a.m. Veteran’s Day Program
Tooele Thanksgiving Project

lives. The president is not constitutionally
responsible
for communities. Every day, states take
care of amenities and infrastructure, such
as transportation and public schooling; the
people who are elected in local elections
have more impact and influence over citizens’ everyday lives than one may think.
These people are accountable for almost
everything the state is responsible for; the
state controls taxes, welfare and the judiciary. Once a state law does not contradict
the federal constitution and is not an enumerated right of the federal government,
the state can pass it. So the state mandates
most of those laws that people are afraid
to break. Moreover, locally elected officials
are supposed to be the perfect example
of democracy. They act on citizen’s behalf

Tooele County Trivia

and convey their issues to the federal
branch of the government. Therefore, participating in local elections is supposed to
be the most democratic aspect of American politics; these elected officials are
supposed to represent citizens, but when
citizens don’t vote, they create a disjoint
between themselves and local politicians.
They are the buffer between what citizens
want and how to get what they want done,
so not voting in local elections is not only
undemocratic, but it is also counter-productive. Furthermore, not voting in local
elections allows for small groups whose
interests may not align with the majority to commandeer local politics. Taken
together, the smaller groups’ interests
become the only interests of the state, and
people who do not vote become marginalized in their own community. It’s frightening to think that a state can pass laws and
implement programs without the approval
of the majority of its citizens. Even then,
when a law is passed that citizens don’t
like, they can still vote against it, which
can be easily done at the local level. Yet
Americans still refuse to participate in local elections. There’s no place where one’s
voice can be heard more than in his or her
SEE ELECTIONS ON PAGE 2 ➧

Where am I within Tooele County? I am
on the National Register of Historic Places
and was built in 1900. I am made entirely
of wood and am currently in tact but
closed to all traffic.
October Trivia answers – how long does
a honey bee live? About 2 months. How
much honey does an average hive produce?
25 pounds of honey in a season. How
many bees on average live in one hive?
30,000 – 40,000 hives is a 2 deep hive.
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Jumpstart your memoir with your obituary
by Jewel Allen

I

t’s one of those things no one ever
wants to write, yet inevitably, we will
have to have an obituary written about
us. As November is National Memoir
Writing Month, why not write an obituary
that can jumpstart your memoir? Think
of your obituary as an outline for your
memoir someday.
If you write your obituary now, and
don’t wait until a family member writes it,
you will be able to spare your loved one
the difficulty of putting it together during
an emotionally trying time. Not only that,
but writing it could give you a chance to
reflect upon your life. It might even help
you realize that you want your obituary to
read differently someday and propel you
into taking an entirely different path.

I’ll be honest, I’ve had to write an obituary recently, and as oft is the case, it wasn’t
under the happiest of circumstances. My
father passed away from complications of
cancer in late October. Though he had already been on the decline health-wise, his
death was still a shock when it happened.
Writing his obituary, fresh from the heels
of his death was difficult, but my siblings
and I had a bittersweet time looking back
at his life.
You know what they say, plumbers
work on their own family’s plumbing last.
Though I have helped many clients write
their memoirs, I’m sad I wasn’t able to
help my dad write his own. I have some of
his stories written, here and there. Now,
of course, I have his obituary so I at least
have an outline for his memoir when I do
tackle it someday.

I own my community.
Live in it. Shop in it. Thrive in it.

Here are steps to writing your own
obituary:
1.Open with basic information about
your beginnings. What is your full name?
Who were your parents and what was your
birth order among how many siblings?
Where did you grow up and what kind of
childhood did you enjoy?
2.Continue with your education. What
kind of career did you enjoy? How did you
meet your spouse and what has made your
marriage special?
3.Share a sentence or two about a funny
or inspiring incident in each stage of your
life.
4.Include turning points in your life, like
marriage, career, military service, children,
and retirement.
5.Be creative. You don’t need to write a
serious obituary. Some people make it a

Elections
Continued from page 1
own backyard, so bypassing local elections because one
thinks his or her voice won’t be heard is probably one of
the most illogical claims of the 21st century.
Participating in local politics is also the best way to
become politically active. If more people participated in
their local elections, then it’s probably more likely that

Chamber Staff

Jared Hamner ............................................................ Executive Director
Tina Tate……………………………………………………...Administrative Assistant
Susan Howard...…..……………………….…………..Administrative Assistant
Cyndie Kirk…..………………….…………….…………..Administrative Assistant

Jewel Allen is an award-winning journalist, author & ghostwriter. She is the author
of the political memoir Soapbox: How I
landed & lost a columnist gig, fought a
prison, & got elected. Get a free copy of her
memoir by emailing jpallen@q.com with
the subject line: free memoir.

they will want to participate in presidential elections,
as well. Those presidential candidates that citizens are
vying for all started to make their way to the presidency
from the local level. If they can understand the importance of local elections and the impact they can have on
a community, then why can’t everyone else? Changing
America’s low voter turnout cannot start at the national
level. Instead, it starts with voting for a mayor or voting
in the next gubernatorial elections. One’s voice can be
heard, and one still can make a difference, but it has to
start where it matters most: at the local level.

Business After Hours

2017 Board of Directors
Tye Hoffmann - Chair............................ Edward Jones Investments
Lorri Witkowski– 1st Vice Chair……………………………....Beehive Broadband
Tyson Hamilton– 2nd Vice Chair………………………Another Man’s Treasures
Cole Houghton- Secretary / Treasurer .................................Tate Mortuary
Chris Sloan .…………………………………….…………………….........Group 1 Real Estate
Robin Herrera ...............................................UT Dept. of Workforce Services
Frankie Harris ........................................................................ Wells Fargo Bank
Ryan Doherty .......................................................................................Cargill Salt
Sharron Sturges………………………………………………………………….Equity Real Estate
Kendall Thomas……………………………….…………………………………..…..……..Individual
Dwight Jenkins……………………………………………..…..America First Credit Union
Tracy Shaw……………………………………………..……………...Snowie Shaw Shack, LLC

Advisory Seats

Shawn Milne .................................................. Tooele County Commissioner
Mayor Patrick Dunlavy .................................................................. Tooele City
Mayor Brent Marshall ............................................................ Grantsville City
Superintendent Scott Rogers .....................Tooele County School District
President Scott Snelson .....................Tooele Applied Technology College
Edward Dalton...............................................Tooele. Education Foundation
Jared Hamner ...................................................................... Executive Director

Chamber Ambassadors
Tom Dye (Chair) .............................................Dependable Oxygen Company
Ryen Schrubb (Vice-Chair)…….Tooele Small Business Development Ctr
Terry Christensen .......................................... Tooele County School District
Karen Christiansen..................................Love ‘em and Leave ‘em Pet Sitting
Karen Bentancor ...............................................................Tooele Party Rentals
Milenna Russell .....................................Tooele Applied Technology College
Wendy Guay………………………………………………………..…………………………...….Denny’s
Susan Cummings………………………………………Mountain West Medical Center
Lori Weirich………………………………………………….………...Curry Insurance Agency
Carlos Adkins…………………………………………………………..…………………...H&R Block
Jewel Allen…………………………………………………………..……………...Treasured Stories
Tanya Kalma …………..……………………………………………….Tooele City Police Dept.
Lorina Bishop…………………………………………………………..………..Insurance Network
Ted Young…………………………………………………...Life’s Worth Living Foundation
Phil Eldredge…………………………………….......Specialized Investments Solutions
Carol Mortenson……………………………………………………………...Academy Mortgage

pastime to read obituaries because oftentimes, you run into interesting ones. If you
have a favorite hobby, you can use that as a
theme throughout.
6.You can write your obituary as long or
short as you want. Typically, obituaries run
anywhere from 300 to 400 words. That’s
three or four paragraphs. Then make sure
you give someone in your family a cop
7.Now that you have an outline for your
memoir, write out the stories from each
chapter of your life.

Thank You! David and Jesse Kinnick with Beyond Mobile and Red
Tree Yoga for sponsoring the October BASH (Business After Hours
Social Hour). It was a hit with lots of networking and relaxation techniques being shared. Red Tree Yoga and Beyond Mobile were amazing
hosts of this event and did a great job showing attendees what they
have to offer. Beyond Mobile has used phones and tablets for purchase,
along with the covers to protect them. In the off chance that you have
broken a screen they can fix that as well! Red Tree Yoga has several
Yoga instructors that hold classes throughout the day and evening
hours each with their own style and experience level. Be sure to stop
by and take advantage of a yoga session or make an appointment for a
massage.

November 2017
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What will you do
when your joints stop hurting?
If severe hip, knee, or shoulder pain is bringing your active life to a screeching halt, it’s time to
find out more about joint replacement at Mountain West Medical Center. Today’s techniques,
including minimally invasive surgery, are designed to mean less pain, less scarring, and a faster
recovery. That’s why people are choosing joint replacement at a younger age than ever before.
If you’re ready to enjoy pain-free living again, give us a call today. It couldn’t hurt!

Jake Daynes, D.O.
Orthopedic Surgeon

John Douglas, D.O.
Orthopedic Surgeon

To schedule an appointment, call 435-580-4309
or go to MountainWestOrtho.com/pain.
Patient results may vary. Consult your physician about the benefits and risks of any surgical procedure or treatment.
Specialists are Employed and Independent Members of the Medical Staff at Mountain West Medical Center.
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October Chamber Luncheon held at Tooele Technical College Chamber Member
Grantsville City Mayoral
Candidate
Mike Colson

Grantsville City Council
Candidate
Derek Dalton

Tooele City Mayoral Candidates
Debbie Winn
Steve Pruden

Renewals

A list of all Chamber members can be found at
www.tooelechamber.com

UNEV Pipeline, LLC
PO Box 1260
Artesia, NM 88210
Wells Cutting Edge
4801 Cochrane Lane
Erda, Utah 84074
(435) 882-8453
ACE HVAC LLC
3983 N 570 W
Erda, Utah 84074
(435) 843-7074

Tooele City Council Candidates
Melodi Gochis

Rusty Thomas

Scott Wardle

Jeff Saunders

Autotech LLC
10 South Garnett Street
Building 669 Suite 18
Tooele, UT 84074
(435) 890-6230
Stansbury Art & Literacy Society
427 Country Club
Stansbury Park, UT 84074
(435) 882-0593
St. Marguerite Catholic School
15 South 7th Street
Tooele, Utah 84074
(435) 882-0081
Pet Watchers Plus
Stansbury Park, Utah 84074
(435) 850-9388

Excused from the luncheon were candidates Brent Marshall, Scott Stice, Tom Tripp, and Megan Baker.
Statements from Mr. Marshall and Mr. Tripp were read by Chris Sloan.
Thank you Company Grill for the wonderful food. There were over 90 people in attendance to listen to the candidates platforms.

Modern Woodmen of America
154 South Main Street
Tooele, Utah 84074
(435) 224-2708
Tooele Bit & Spur Riding Club
600 North 200 West
Tooele, Utah 84074
(435) 882-2463
Hylon Koburn Chemical,s Inc.
1908 West Industrial Circle
Salt Lake City, UT 84104
(801) 973-6099
Stansbury Health Center/University
Health Care
220 Millpond Road Suite 100
Stansbury Park, Utah 84074
(435) 843-3000
Scholar Academy
928 North 100 East
Tooele, Utah 84074
(435) 566-6957
Utah Pony Party & Rides
5605 Higley Lane
Grantsville, Utah 84029

Wanted!

The Chamber of Commerce is currently
accepting nomination for the following
positions and awards.
Board Member nominations for a 2 year
term beginning 2018.
Ambassadors nominations
The Awards include the following – applications and requirements can be found
on the Chamber Website tooelecountychamberofcommerce.com.
Citizen of the Year
Business of the Year
Customer Service Award
Lifetime Achievement Award
Volunteer of the Year
Women in Business Award

Holiday Assistance 2017

New Chamber
Member

The Tooele County Chamber of Commerce
extends a warm welcome to our newest members:

Sweet Salt Modest Clothing Outlet
289 North Main Street
Tooele, UT 84074
(407) 962-8031
Sweet Salt Clothing is a modest,
fashionable, and affordable clothing
line for women. We specialize in modest
basic tees, skirts, dresses, and fashion
tops. Sweet Salt Clothing is sold online
at sweetsaltclothing.com and in our
new Outlet Store. We understand how
important it is for women to maintain
their standards of modesty – without
sacrificing style or quality.
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by Lorri Cook

V

alley Behavioral Health Food
Bank is preparing for the upcoming Thanksgiving and Christmas
holidays. Baskets are being prepared and
lists are being made! Some of the needed
items on our list are: stuffing mix, boxes
of Jello, cranberry sauce, canned yams,
canned pumpkin, gravy mix, canned milk
and marsh mellows.
If you would like to help with monetary
donations, please make your check payable
to Valley Food Bank #1550-057 or Valley

Resource Center #1550-056. Donations
are tax deductible. Other needs such as
winter gear ie; coats, hats, gloves for all
ages (clean and ready to wear) are being
accepted as well.
We are also preparing to work with
Tooele High School and their Winter Festival of Trees by coordinating the application process. Sponsorships are provided
by clubs within the Tooele school district,
which will provide fully decorated trees,
Christmas dinner food boxes, gifts for
children and a wonderful presentation of
the trees to the families. There will be a
musical program, treats and a visit with

Santa to add to the excitement!
Interested parties, that have not participated in previous years, can apply
for both programs at Valley Behavioral
Health Food Bank/Resource Center, 38
South Main Street in Tooele, November 6
thru the 15. Staff will be on hand to assist
between the hours of 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
and 1:00 pm – 4:30 pm, Monday thru
Friday. Operation Christmas will be available to assist Disabled American Veterans
in Tooele County with the application
process if needed.
Thank you and Happy Holidays!

Equity Real Estate- Edith Montano
Tooele, Utah 84074
(435) 277-6682
Whether Buying or Selling let me handle
all the details so you can relax. Honesty,
trust and experience. Free consultation
Top Choice Auto Repair
85 East 1280 North
Tooele, Utah 84074
(435) 882-1989
Full service automotive repair including
oil/lube, clutches, water pumps, cv axles,
etc. Service most cars and light trucks.
Popeyes
2371 N 400 E
Tooele, Utah 84074
(435) 228-6065
World’s most famous Fried Chicken
chain, founded in 1972 in New Orleans,
Louisiana.

Calendar of Events
Election Day
Tuesday, Nov. 7
Exercise your right to VOTE!
Veteran’s Day Observed
Friday, November 10
Veteran’s Day Program
Saturday, Nov. 11 • 11:00 am
Tooele City Veteran’s Park
(Main & Vine)
Women In Business
Tuesday, Nov. 14 • 8:08 a.m.
Tooele Technical College
Whitney Bingham – In’s and Out’s
of advertising through social
media.
Ribbon Cutting
Tuesday, Nov. 14 • Noon
Sweet Salt Clothing
Chamber Luncheon
Wednesday, Nov. 15 • 11:45 am
Tooele Technical College
Impact Utah
Free – RSVP by November 10
Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, Nov. 23-24
Office Closed
Shop Local Saturday
Saturday, Nov. 25, 2017
Support our local businesses!

CHAMBER LUNCHEON

Free Luncheon Sponsored by Tooele
Technical College please RSVP by Friday,
November 10.
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2017 | 12:00 PM
TOOELE TECHNICAL COLLEGE, 88 SOUTH TOOELE BLVD
Impact Utah has been serving Utah businesses for over 20 years. We
engage one-on-one with companies as they work to assist them with
their improvements in areas including culture development,
leadership, operational excellence, and more. Additionally, Impact
Utah has an extensive resource network to be used as needed.

Presenting with be Eric Burton, he is a business consultant that helps
companies get more done while making work easier and more
enjoyable for workers. Eric helps business leaders using the principles
of lean manufacturing that he learned working for over a decade at US
Synthetic. He has worked teams all over the US, in China and French
Polynesia to apply these principles.
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I Own My Community.

Live in it. Shop in it. Thrive in it.

Tate Mortuary
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Tooele Technical College

Tooele Technical College is excited to announce the
opening of their Cosmotology studio in which students are instructed in all aspects of hair, skin, makeup
and nail services. It’s a great place to get a haircut

T

or nail service performed at a reasonable cost. For
prospective students this is a cost effective course that
meets all of the state licensing requirments.

Women In Business

hanks to all who attended last
month. We had a great conversation!
Donna Richards from H & R Block
in Tooele talked to us about limiting our tax
liabilities and she took questions from the
group.
Donna had an impressive wealth of tax
knowledge, but one piece of advice she really emphasized it to document everything!
If you want to claim something or write
something off, you have to have detailed
and accurate records. If you are writing off
purchases, save the receipts and write the
details on the receipt (who, what, when,
where, why). The same goes for claiming
mileage. Do not just write the numbers
from your odometer- write the details!
Another piece of wisdom: save your

paperwork for 7 years. The IRS changes
its mind on how long to save records, so 7
years is a pretty safe bet.
Finally, some of our ladies shared great
soup recipes to comfort in the cold weather.
If you missed out, you can find them on our
Facebook Page (All Women in Business).
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, November 14th at 8:08 am at the Tooele Technical
College. Our guest speaker will be Whitney
Bingham, she will be sharing the “In’s and
Out’s of Advertising or Promoting Through
Social Media”. This is a hot topic with the
upcoming holiday shopping season as we all
try to spread our advertising dollars further
and in the most productive way. Everyone is
encouraged to bring a friend and a side dish
recipe to share.

I Own My
Community.
Live in it.
Shop in it.
Thrive in it.

Rustic Petal
FLORAL DESIGN

38 West Vine St.
Tooele

rusticpetal.net

rusticpetal@gmail.com

3853354404
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What will you do when
you’re free from back pain?
If back pain is keeping you from the things you love to do, spine specialist Gary Snook, M.D.,
is here to help. Dr. Snook is skilled in the diagnosis and treatment of painful conditions of the
back and neck. He takes a comprehensive approach to spine care and pain management.
And should you need surgery to find relief, it’s good to know he is extensively experienced
in minimally invasive techniques.
To schedule an appointment with Dr. Snook at Tooele Medical Group,
call 435-833-9180.
Gary Snook, M.D.

Board-Certified
Orthopedic Surgeon

TooeleMedicalGroup.com

Spine Surgery

2321 N. 400 E, Suite 300, Tooele

